iiliitiUiujiUiiiiii 


■ tliiiUillidliJil 


_ ‘itffjinjr-.ittr: 


G0Y/E3.  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

including  the  Report  of 
THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  YEAR  ^ 970 
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County  Hall, 
Newport, 

Isle  of  Wight 

Tel:  Newport  I4O3I 


To  the  Members  of  the  Cowes  Urban  District  Council  - 


MR.  CHAIRLIAN  AL'ID  COUNCILLORS 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  n;y  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1970. 

Having  lived  in  Cowes  since  I came  to  the  Island 
in  1963,  I was  particularly  pleased  and  honoured 
to  be  appointed  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  succession  to  Dr.  Alison  Batten,  who  resigned 
in  June  last.  Unfortunately  ny  period  of  office 
may  be  a short  one.  The  impending  reorganisation 
of  local  government  will  see  the  end  of  not  only 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  but  of  the  entire  Council 
No  doubt  there  will  be  some  of  us  who  will  continue 
to  serve  the  community  in  a different  capacity  in  the 
new  set-up,  but  whether  or  not  there  will  be  the  same 
personal  and  local  interest  as  at  present,  remains 
to  be  seen. 

There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  Birth 
Rates  or  Death  Rates  in  1970.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (27.6)  was  much  higher  than  the  previous  yearns 
(1,9).  The  Illegitimacy  Rate  was  higher  than  usual 
i9>Ufo)  but  over  the  last  ten  years  there  has  been 
comparatively  leas  illegitimacy  in  Cowes  than  most 
other  parts  of  the  Island  and  generally,  the  rate 
has  also  been  lower  than  .that  for  England  and  V/ales. 

No  new  houses  were  built  within  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority  and  there  was 
still  a long  waiting  list  for  Council  houses. 

The  continued  increase  in  the  price  of  private  properly 
aggravated  the  situation  by  increasing  the  demand 
for  houses  to  let,  especially  by  young  couples  forced 
to  live  with  their  parents  or  parents-in-law. 

Quite  a number  of  tho^e  on  the  list  had  recommendations 
on  medical  grounds,  from  their  family  doctors  and  more 
Council  house  accommodation  would  therefore  contribute 
to  the  health  of  the  community. 


In  the  paat  the  development  of  the  sewerage 
system  has  not  kept  pace  with  other  developments 
in  the  area.  In  1970  steps  were  taken  to  rectify 
this  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Council’ s 
consulting  engineers  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Government  for  consideration.  Complaints  regarding 
inadequate  sewerage  disposal  continued  to  be  made, 
especially  from  llorthwood  and  it  is  hoped  that  such 
complaints  will  be  disposed  of  when  the  new  schemes 
are  implemented. 

The  primitive  method  of  disposal  of  Cowes  rubbish 
on  open  tips  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  I am  glad 
to  be  able  to  record  that  arrangements  were  made  in 
1970  with  Newport  to  share  a modern  pulverisation 
plant,  which  will  provide  an  effective  and  hygienic 
process  of  refuse  disposal. 

During  the  sunnmer  alarm  was  caused  when  tins  of 
ferric  chloride  were  washed  up  on  the  beaches  and 
some  holiday-makers  were  frightened  to  go  near  the  sea. 
The  advice  of  experts  in  London  was  immediately  sought 
and  I investigated  the  contents  of  one  of  these  cans 
personally.  Fortunately,  it  was  possible  to  report 
that  the  scare  was  greatly  exaggerated  and  normal  use 
of  the  beaches  was  resumed  without  unnecessary  fear. 

The  great  Isle  of  Wight  Pop  Festival  of  1 970  had 
little  effect  on  this  part  of  the  Island. 

Thousands  of  the  fans  passed  through  the  town  on  their 
way  to  the  event  but  v/ere  quite  orderly  and  created 
no  problem.  The  Council  ensured  that  toilet  facilities 
were  adequate  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  provided 
a well  organised  First-aid  service. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  staff 
of  the  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  co-operation. 

I would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
encouragement  and  support  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 


I'.IEDICiiL  OFFICER  OF  HEiVLTH 


2. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : - 

D.W.  QUANTRILL,  M.B. ,Gh.B  . ,M.R.G .3. ,L.R.C,P. , 

D.P.H. ,D.T.M.  & H.,D.0b8t.,R.C.0.G. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  ; - 

D. J.  SULLIVAN,  M.R.S.H. jM.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : - 

E. H.  EVANS,  M.R.S.H. ,M.A.P.H.I . 

Gle rk 

Miss  J.A.  SQUIBB 
Rodent  Q-perative  : - 
C.A.P.  Morris. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  5,542 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  i970)  as  per 

rate  books  6,785 

Rateable  value  as  at  April  ist.1970  £693,909 

Sum  represented  by  1d.  rate  (1969-'!  970)  £2,805 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  Annual  Estimate)  18,580 


Births 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  (crude)  13*7 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ..  ...  1.19 

Comparative  Birth  rate  ...  ...  l6.3 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  & still)births  11.7 
Deaths 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ..  14.9 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ..  ...  0.83 

Comparative  Death  rate  ...  ...  12.4 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  ...  ...  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  rates 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  27.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legit,  births  30.4 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illeg.  births  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  ...  63 

Deaths  from  Measles ( " " ) •«.  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  Nil 


3. 


BIRTHS 


The  total  number  of  live  births  was  254  of  which  230 
were  legitimate  and  24  illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate 

was  13  •?  per  1,000  living:  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  16.0. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  27.6  per  1,000  registered 
live  births,  the  rate  for  England  Wales  being  18.0. 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  was  277,  giving  a death  rate  of 
14.9  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

Causes  of  death  attributed  to  Cowes  residents  were  as 
follows 

Male  Female 


Mali^ant  neoplasm,  stomach 

, intestine 
, lung,  bronchus 
, breast 
, uterus 
, prostate 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 
Diabetes  mellitus  ... 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Anaemias  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 
Hypertensive  disease  ... 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  .. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
Cerebrovascular  disease 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Influenza  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  ulcer  ...  ...  ... 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 


3 

4 

11 


1 

4 

1 

3 


5 

2 

4 

40 

7 

18 

8 

6 

10 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 


3 

8 

8 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 


5 
17 
14 
25 

6 

‘3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 


continued 
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Causes  of  death;  (continued) 

Congenital  anomalies  . . ... 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 
Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ... 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

TOTAL:  All  Causes  ... 


Male  Female 


2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1U3 

134 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
received  during  the  Year  1970 


Afies 

Measles 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Under 

1 

year 

9 

— 

- 

i 

and 

under 

2 

years 

17 

— 

- 

2 

11 

II 

3 

II 

28 

— 

- 

3 

II 

II 

li 

11 

24 

— 

- 

4 

ti 

II 

5 

II 

25 

— 

— 

5 

If 

11 

Id 

II 

64 

1 

- 

10 

II 

II 

15 

3 

1 

— 

15 

II 

II 

25 

II 

— 

— 

— 

25 

II 

II 

35 

II 

3 

— 

— 

35 

II 

It 

45 

II 

— 

1 

- 

45 

II 

It 

55 

II 

— 

— 

1 

55 

It 

II 

65 

II 

- 

— 

1 

65 

years 

and  over 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL: 

• • • 

173 

3 

2 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year 
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SANITARY  GIRGUMSTMQES  OP  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year. 

No  slum  clearance  action  was  taken  during  the  year 
as  no  new  Council  house  building  has  yet  commenced, 
and  re-housing  of  persons  displaced  by  slum  clearance 
is  difficult  when  there  is  already  a heavy  demand  on 
the  few  vacancies  which  occur. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a local  pig-keeper 
for  the  keep  of  animals  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  a 
nuisance.  The  Court  found  the  case  proved,  and  imposed 
a fine  of  £25  and  £5  costa  on  the  defendent,  who  did  not 
attend  the  hearing. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

These  totals  represent  all  inspections  and  other 
visits  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

( first  inspection  ) ...  ...  1,224 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

( re-inspection  ) ...  ...  1,178 

Other  inspections  ( first  inspection)  882 

Other  inspections  ( re-inspection  ) ...  711 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  295 


Total;  ..  4,290 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Public  Health  Acts  ...  ... 

Housing  Act,  1957  (Section  9)  ... 

Housing  Act,  1 964  (Section  19) 

Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  i960  made 
under  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955 
Pactories  Act,  1 96I  ...  ... 

Clean  Air  Act,  1 956  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises 
; Act,  1963 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 

• Development  Act,  i960 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Notices  complied  with  ..  ... 


Informal  Pormal 
114  8 


44 

1 

43 


98  8 
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LETTERS  RE: 


Housing  Management 

23 

Improvement  Grants 

15 

DETAILS  ARD  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS ;> 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Premises  inspected  for  nuisances 
Verminous  premises 
Other  insects 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses 
Tents,  vans,  sheds,  caravans 
Animals,  pigs,  poultry 
Dustbins 

Accumulations  of  refuse 
Drainage  tested  and  inspected 
Yards,  passages,  car  parks 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Enquiries  and  collections 
Pood  poisoning 


1,012 

10 

14 

76 

33 

7 

60 

540 

3 


6 

1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  FOOD  HYQIENE  REGULATIO.NB 


Cafes  and  Restaurants  gg 

Butchers  shops 

Pish  shops  22 

Fried  fish  shops  j^q 

Greengrocers 

Grocers  * ^1 

Bakehouses 

Licensed  premises  2.10 

Wholesale  meat  premises  44 

Ice  cream  shops,  premises  and  vehicle  ^ 

Cooked  meat  shops  25 

Other  food  premises  2^g0 

Unsound  food 


SAMPLING 


Ice  Cream  sampling 
Water  sampling 


7. 


32 

16 


HOUSING  ACTS 


196U  - Section  19  Inspections 

1957  - Section  9 Inspections 

1957  - Section  I6  Inspections 

Ove rcrowding 

Inspections  re  Clearance  Areas 
FACTORIES  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (Mechanical  power) 
Inspections  and  enquiries  (Non-mechanical  power) 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 
Observations  and  visits 


10 

18 

6 


11 


SHOPS  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries 
COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Ins pec t ions 
Housing  applicants 
Housing  enquiries 
Conditions  of  tenancy 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Holiday  Camps  etc. 

Public  conveniences 
Rodent  control 
Visits  to  owners  or  builders 
Bathing  establishments 
Searches  (Land  Registry) 

Ineffectual  visits 
Improvement  grants 
pet  animals  Act 
Food  complaints 
Fairs 

Rent  Act  (Including  Certificates  of  Disrepair) 
Heating  Appliances  Regulations 
Magistrates  Court 
Hairdressers  Premises 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Noise  Abatement  Act 

Parma  ^ ^ 

Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 


215 

118 

91 

14 


19 

3 

21 

203 

34 

1 

295 

315 

7 

10 

7 

3 

21 

196 

51 

20 
2 


8 


MISCELLANEOUS  (continued) 


Beaches 

Schools 

National  Assistance  Act 
Qualification  Certificates 


total : . U2  90 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  their  general  duties 
of  investigating  complaints,  securing  the  abatement  of 
statutory  nuisances  and  dealing  with  contraventions  of  the 
Public  Health  and  other  Acts.  In  this  connection  814  complaints 
were  received  from  members  of  the  public. 

Particulars  of  the  various  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  in 
properties  totalling  637  are  tabulated  be  low: - 


Yard  paving  22 

Doors,  windows,  frames,  floors,  sashcord 
repaired  77 

Grates,  flues,  chimneys  repaired  4 

Gutters,  roofs  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  73 
Defective  and/or  choked  drains  remedied  117 

Water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
or  renewed  32 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  34 

V/all  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  40 

Defective  walls  and  pointing  repaired  14 

Dampness  remedied  20 

Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  emptied  146 

Vermin  eradicated  • 4 

Decorations  in  food  premises  44 

Sinks  6 

Water  services  4 


RODENT  CONTROL 


571  complaints  of  infestation  by  rodents  were  made  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  and  the  following 
inspections  and  treatments  were  carried  out: - 
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RODENT  CONTROL  (continued) 


Priva te 
Houses 

Business 

Premises 

G N/C 

Council 
Owned 
Premises 
G.H.  O.P 

Agricul- 
tural 
Premises 
, G N/G 

Sewer 

Treat- 

ments 

Hospitals 

and 

Schools 

Initial  Visits: 

Rats 

462 

112 

132 

23 

92 

36 

30 

17 

Mice 

^62 

_.49_ 

,27 

_8 

JL 

1 

__9_ 

Tota  Is 

521+ 

161 

159 

31 

99 

37 

30 

- 

26 

Re-Vis  its : 

Rats 

1159 

224 

50 

48 

178 

173 

28 

Mice 

_23.4_ 

113_ 

.-_9_ 

.2.9, 

.30 

^4. 

.-7 

To'tals 

1393 

337 

59 

77 

208 

177 

— 

— 

35 

Grand  Totals 

1917 

498 

218 

108 

307 

j 

214 

30 

— 

61 

0 - Contract  N/C  - Non  Contract  D.H.-  Dwelling  Houses  O.P.  - 
other  premises 


781  minor  rat  infestations  and  180  minor  mice  infestations  were 
dealt  with. 


After  treatment  by  poisoning  with  Warfarin,  the  bodies  of  375 
rats  and  78  mice  were  recovered  and  destroyed.  No  evidence  of 
immunity  against  Warfarin  was  apparent. 


The  one  major  infestation  was  on  a farm  using  a method  of 
continuous  feeding  of  cattle  in  long  open  troughs.  Re-infestations 
occurred  very  soon  after  apparently  successful  treatments  and  it  ^ 

was  suspected  that  there  was  either  V/arfsirin  resistance  or 
insufficient  baiting  had  been  carried  out.  The  advice  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  was  sought,  and  heavy 
baiting  was  carried  out  continuously  over  an  extended  period 
which  finally  overcame  the  infestation. 

I 


VERMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 


No  charge  is  made  by  this  authority  for  general  disinfestation 
services , 


Cockroaches,  beetles,  woodlice,  silverfish,  ants  etc,,  were  dealt 
with  in  I47  cases.  30  cases  of  flea  infestation  occurred  and  were 
successfully  treated.  An  unusually  high  number  of  wasps  nests 
were  destroyed  during  the  year  - 206  in  all  - which  is  about 
four  times  the  normal  number. 


DRAINAGE 


(a)  General 

540  ins  petitions  were  made  in  connection  with  examination,  testing 
and  supervision  of  repairs  and  renewals  of  existing  drainage. 

(b)  Public  Sewers  Vested  in  the  Local  Authority 

Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  governs  the  procedure 
in  connection  with  these  combined  drains  and  clearance  of  46 
stoppages  in  public  sewers  - draining  127  houses  - was  carried 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

HOUSING 

An  abstract  from  the  statement  to  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  in  the  form  of  quarterly  returns  is  summarised 
below  : - 

Housing  Act,  1957 

1,  Houses  demolished  or  closed 

Demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure: 

Closed 
Demolished 

2,  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  under  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts  54 

3 • Public  Health  Act.  Formal  Act lob 

Houses  in  which  defects  v/ere  remedied: - 

aj  by  owners  4 

b)  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of 

Owners  Nil 

4 • Housing  Act.  1957.  Formal  Action 

Nil 
Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  Owners 


COUNCIL  HOUSING 


The  practice  of  dividing  the  adrniniatration  of  this  work  between 
the  Clerk’s  Department  and  the  Public  Health  Department  continues^ 
as  in  previous  years. 

438  visits  and  inspections  were*  carried  out  in  connection  with 
all  housing  management  matters  delegated  to  the  department.  This 
figure  included  215  inspections  of  houses  to  determine  their 
condition  of  repair,  overcrowding,  decoration,  observance  of 
Conditions  of  Terancy  and  whether  the  premises  were  maintained 
in  a cleanly  cohdition. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  within  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  was  as  follows: - 

Local  Authority  Nil 

Housing  Associations  Nil 
Private  Enterprise  I30 


TOTAL: 


150 


RENT  ACT  1957 

No  application  was  received  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  during 
the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  this  district, 
IMPROVEMENT  GRANPo . 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  and  Health  Act,1969 
resulted  in  an  increased  number  of  applications  for  discretionary 
improvement  grants,  22  applications  were  received  of  which  I6 
were  approved,  5 refused  and  one  withdrawn, 

\ 

79  new  applications  for  standard  grants  were  received  and  7 
applications  previously  approved  under  the  old  legislation  were 
withdrawn  and  re-submitted  under  the  Housing  Act,  I969. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  (continued^ 


Fixed  bath  in  a bathroom  53 

Fixed  shower  in  a bathroom  Nil 

Wash-hand  basin  57 

Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fitting)  58 
Water  closet  within  the  dwelling  49 
Water  closet  accessible  from 
the  dwelling  Nil 

Food  store  7 

Sink  1 c 


The  following  payments  were  made  during  the  year:- 

Discretionary  grants  paid:  9 Total  Coat:  £3,771,00 
Standard  grants  paid:  60  Total  Cost:  £11,638,00 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

The  Housing  Act,  I969  introducted  a system  by  means  of  which 
ownders  of  properties  which  are  in  good  repair  and  possess  the 
standard  amenities  can  apply  for  qualification  certificates  to 
enable  controlled  tenancies  to  be  converted  to  regulated  tenancies. 
Properties  not  yet  complying  with  the  conditions  can  have 
provisional  certificates  issued  if  the  owners  submit  proposals 
to  carry  out  work  to  make  them  comply,  and  a full  qualification 
certificate  can  be  issued  on  completion  of  the  work. 

During  the  year  5 applications  we:ipe  received  and  three  certificates 
of  provisional  approval  and  four  .qualification  certificates  were 
issued. 

FOOD  ARP  DRUG  ACT  1955 


a)  MILK 


There  are*  ..64.  * *regis  tered  milk  dealers  and  5 Dairies  in  the 
Dis  trict. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds  whose  milk 
is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These  samples  were 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Portsmouth,  for  the 
presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli, 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B',.,  during  1970 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  negative 
Number  of  samples  in  which  Bruce  11a  Abortus  was 
isolated 


58 

Nil 

58 


Nil 
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b)  IGE  GRc^AIvI 


The  number  of  premises  registered  in  this  district  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  is  126  although  there 
are  now  no  actual  manufacturers, 

4 new  registrations  were  made  during  1970. 

32  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 


the  results  of  which 

were 

as  follows 

Grade 

1 

24  samples 

Grade 

11 

8 samples 

Grade 

111 

Nil 

Grade 

IV 

Nil 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  note  that  all  the  samples  taken  gave 
results  in  Grades  1 and  11,  This  is  the  fist  time  for  some 
years  that  no  Grade  111  or  IV  results  have  been  obtained  from 
routine  sampling, 

INSPEGTION  Airo  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  PREMISES 


The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations  is  appended,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception 
of  I Gonf ec tionary  (sweets)  shops  where  Regulation  19  is  not 
applicable,  are  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of 
the  i960  Regulations^:  - 


Oaf ea , Restaurants,  Kiosks,  Canteens  64 
Butchers  shops  86 
Pishmongera,  poulterers  and  fried  fish  shops  14 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  12 
Grocers  40 
Bakehouses,  bakers  and  Confectioners  11 
Cooked  meat  shops  4 
Licensed  premises  43 
Meat  storage  depots  110 
Hotels  and  clubs  19 
Confectioners  (sweetsi)  25 


Seven  hundred  and  seventy  one  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
of  food  premises. 

The  following  items  included  in  informal  notices,  indicate  the 
defects  and  contraventions  found  as  a result  of  the  original 
inspections , 


14. 


Number  of  notices  served: 


5 


Defects  and  contraventions  specified  in  notices 


Artificial  lighting 

Hot  water  supplies  installed 

Decorati ons 

Cleansing 

New  sinks  installed 
Dustbin  provided 

Water  closets  and/or  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
or  renewed 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired 

Wash  hand  basins  installed 

Protection  of  food 

First  aid  materials 


5 

2 

lU 

12 

12 


2 

3 

jL 


3 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  is  only  one  poultry  producer  in  this  area,  and  he  supplies 
approximately  600  turkeys  for  the  d^hristmas  trade. 

The  birds  are  bought  as  "poults”  in  late  August  or  early 
September. 

Although  the  birds  are  killed  - by  neck  wringing  - on  the 
farm,  all  evisceration  and  dressing  is  done  at  one  of  the 
producer’s  local  shops  at  which  all  facilities  required  by 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  are  available. 

12  visits  were  made,  to  the  farm  during  the  development  of 
the  stock  and  to  the  shop  during  the  time  of  being  prepared  for 
sale . 

No  birds  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  at 
or  after  the  time  of  slaughter. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Seven  complaints  of  food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
were  received  during  the  year. 

Two  complaints  concerned  wasps  found  embedded  in  food.  This 
was  not  unexpected  as  wasps  were  very  numerous  during  1970» 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  destroyed  over  200  wasps  nests 
during  the  year,  four  or  five  times  the  usual  number. 

Two  complaints  of  foreign* bodies  in  food  were  found  to  be  natural 
kidney  and  burnt  grease  in  a sliced  loaf. 


15. 


The  giblets  accompanying  a frozen  chicken  were  the  subject  of 
another  complaint,  and  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit. 

The  complainant  was  however,  unwilling  to  attend  court  to  give 
evidence  of  purchase.  A further  complaint  of  unsound  meat  was 
found  to  be  unsubstantiated. 

The  only  other  case  concerned  a purchase  made  in  Newport,  and  the 
complainant  was  referred  to  that  authority, 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year 
under  review  are  given  below: - 


Tins  and  jars  of  fish, 
fruit ^vege tables , milk 
and  cooked  meats,  to  a 


total  weight  of: 

7 cwt.  U 

qrs , 

0 st. 

15 

lbs . 

2 

oza. 

Cheese 

3 

qrs . 

1 st. 

8 

lbs . 

8 

ozs , 

Margarine 

1 

qr. 

1 st. 

12 

lbs. 

8 

oza. 

Butter 

2 

lbs , 

8 

Ozs. 

Lard 

3 

qrs , 

1 st. 

5 

lbs . 

0 

ozs. 

Flour 

1 

qr. 

1 st. 

9 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Biscuits 

1 cwt,  0 

qrs. 

1 st. 

2 

lbs. 

0 

ozs . 

Bacon 

3 

lbs , 

0 

ozs. 

Rusks 

2 

qrs . 

1 st. 

3 

lbs . 

0 

oza. 

Frozen  foods 

13  cwt.  2 

qrs. 

Is  t. 

8 

lbs , 

0 

ozs. 

Meat  and  Offal 

m cwt,  0 

_qrs . 

0 st. 

13 

lbs. 

0 

ozs , 

Total  Weight: 

2 tons  0 cwt. 2 

qrs. 

*0  ata. 

11 

lbs . 

10 

ozs. 

FOOD  POISONING 

/ 

In  December  notification  was  received  from  Loughborough  Public 
Health  Department  that  following  a pre-Christmas  Dinner  and 
Dance  at  Loughborough  College  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  had 
occurred  which  had  affected  106  persons. 


One  of  these  persons,  a student  at  the  college,  had  returned 
to  his  home  in  the  district.  When  a visit  was  made  to  his  hcxne 
address  it  was  learned  that  he  had  obtained  employment  over  the 
Christmas  period  as  a waiter  at  an  Island  hotel.  He  was  advised 
not  to  do  this  work,  and  a stool  specimen  obtained  from  him 
proved  to  be  positive.  He  did  not  take  the  job  at  the  hotel  and 
after  the  vacation  returned  to  Loughborough  College. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  locally  during  the  year. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

• There  are  now  312  shops  in  the  district, 

13  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act  which  included  evening 
and  Sunday  observations  in  connection  with  “Closing  Hours’*. 

In  this  particular  connection  the  Local  Authority  excercise 
delegated  powers  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 

On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a notice  for 
any  contravention  of  the  Act. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report 
supplied  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 

I 


No.  of 

No.  of 

regis  te  red 

Premises 

Premises 

Number 

Class  of  Premises 

re  gis tered 

at 

receiving 

of 

during 

end 

a general 

Persons 

the 

of 

inspection 

Emp- 

Year 

Year 

during 

loyed 

Year 

Office 

3 . 

62 

6 

262 

Retail  Shops 

1 

136 

98 

571 

V/holesale  shops  , 

24 

warehouses  

— 

10 

6 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public 
canteens  

• 

f 

12 

12 

140 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

1 

4 

TOTAL  . . 

k 

221 

123 

1001 
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Total  number  of  via  its  by  toapectors  to  regiatered 
premises  under  the  Act  - 

U3  informal  notioea  were  served  during  the  year  and  UO  have 
been  complied  with. 

There  were  no  minor  accidents  reported  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  water  supply  to  the  Cowes  area  la  derived  solely 
from  the  Isle  of  Wight  River  and  Water  Authority  upon  which 
all  local  authorities  on  the  Island  are  represented. 

The  supply  is  mainly  from  Car isbrooktf except  for 

of  West  Cowes  which  is  supplied  from  the  deep  well  at  Broadfields 
Pumping  Station. 

Analyses  reveal  no  evidence  of  plumb o -solvent  action,  and  no 
special  precautions  are  therefore  necessary . There  is  a 
natural  flouride  content  of  rather  less  than  0.1  parts  per 

million. 

There  are  6,785  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  with  an  estimated 
population  of  18,000  all  of  which  are  supplied  from  the  maiiis. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  regular^ 
bv  the  staff  of  the  Water  Authority  and  results  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Department.  When  considered  + 

samples  are  arranged  or  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  results  of  the  9U  samples  taken  "were.— 

West  Cowes  Satisfactory  Suspicious  Unsatisfactory;  TOT^ 

Broadfields  Well 
Broadfields  Reservoir 
Low  Level  Area 
Tower  Area 

Newport  Direct  Supply 
East  Cowes 

Newport  Direct  Supply 
SEWERAGE 


q 

1 

10 

13 

in 

2 

— 

13 

17 

11 

12 

1 

12 

12 

26 

U 

30 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  district  besides  being  very  old  has 


18. 


been  of  recent  years  becoming  more  and  more  inadequate  to  deal 
with  the  increased  development  talcing  place.  The  Council 
commissioned  consultant  engineers  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the 
system,  and  their  report  and  recommendations  were  presented  to 
the  Council  during  the  year.  The  report  is  being  studied  by 
government  departments. 

SWIMIvaNG  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 


There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  district  open  to  the  general 
public,  but  one  holiday  camp  has  an  open  air  pool  which  besides 
catering  for  its  own  holiday  makers  is  used  by  two  schools  for 
swimming  instruction.  Five  samples  from  this  pool  and  three 
from  the  adjoining  paddling  pool  taken  during  the  summer  were 
all  satisfactory. 

The  paddling  pool  at  a caravan  camp  produced  satisfactory  results 
from  the  samples  taken. 

The  indoor  swimming  pool  at  a local  school  functioned  satisfact- 
orily from  May  to  October  as  the  four  samples  taken  indicated. 

The  Councils  paddling  pool  on  East  Cowes  Esplanade,  in  which 
sea  water  is  hand  chlorinated  daily  with  hypochlorite  solution, 
had  one  satisfactory  report  and  one  of  slight  contamination  on 
a day  of  heavy  usage. 

NOISE 


Apart  from  one  or  two  intermi ttept  noises  like  barking  dogs, 
noisy  neighbours  etc.  there  were  very  few  complaints  of  noise 
nuisance  during  the  year. 

One  factory  changed  its  boiler  f:pom  coal  to  gas  fired  and  found ^ 
that  the  noise  generated  by  the  boiler  was  far  greater  than  antic 
ipated.  The  firm  carried  out  a comprehensive  system  of  remedial 
measures,  engaging  the  services  of  specialist  noise  cunsult^ts. 
The  hoise  attenuation  measures  ajpe  not  yet  completed  as  their.e  is 
some  delay  in  the  manufacture  of  special  flue  silencers,  which 
have  to  be  purpose  made  for  each  burner. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  five  licensed  Caravan  Sites  in  the  area,  three  at 
West  Cowes  and  two  at  East  Cowes.  The  permitted  number  of 
caravans  on  these  sites  is  178. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


Local  Authorities  or  "District  Councils"  as  they  are  termed 
under  the  Factories  Act,  I96I,  are  responsible  for  administering 

the  provisions  relating  to:- 

/ 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation  in 
non  - mechanical  power  factories;  and 

Homework  (Outworkers)  - Conditions  of  premises  in  relation  to 
health  of  outworkers; 

A summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is 
tabulated  below 


Part  1 of  the  Act 


1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  insjpections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

1 


Premises 

±)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,U,  and 
6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  Authorities 


1 


Number  on 
Register  | Inspections 


ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 ! 

is  enforced  by  the  Localj 
Authority 


60 


iii) 


•|" 


Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers 
premises)  2 


TOTAL; 


6U 


Number  of 
Written  Notices 


20 


20 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961  (continued) 
Part  1 of  the  Act 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are 
discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  ’'cases*’.) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

Ins  pec  tor 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

2 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

- 

.Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

Part  V111  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Section  110  and  111) 


Number  of  Outworkers  in  August  list  as  required  by 
Sections  110  (1)(c)(2) 


Lampshades  ... 
Other  class  of  work 


95 

5 
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